Motion 1 Attachment for FRA Approval —11/12/21

Motion 1: The Sustainability Committee moves that the Faculty Representative Assembly approve the
following resolution:

“Whereas UCCS has established itself as a leader in Sustainability education, research
and programs; and

Whereas campus sustainability efforts bear directly upon the core mission of the
institution, including education, research, student and community engagement,
recruitment, and retention; and

Whereas the UCCS Office of Sustainability since 2005 has been a key partner in planning
and implementing sustainability-related education, research, and programs on campus
and in the community; and

Whereas the UCCS Office of Sustainability has led UCCS to three Gold ratings—in 2015,
2018, and 2021 respectively—in the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, and Rating
System (STARS), a transparent, self-reporting framework for colleges and universities to
measure their sustainability performance, a program of the Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education; and

Whereas the UCCS Strategic Plan 2030 identifies sustainability as a core value of UCCS:
“We value dynamic responsible growth while continuing to be financially responsible,
academically sound and environmentally sustainable.”; and

Whereas the CU System Strategic Plan defines sustainability as a strategic focus area under
"Pillar 4: Fiscal Strength”; and

Whereas since March 2020 the Office of Sustainability has seen its paid staff reduced
from 3 to 1 and has been operating with an Interim Director as its sole full-time, paid
employee;

Be it therefore resolved, that we urge Chancellor Venkat Reddy and the UCCS leadership
to move immediately to hire a full Director and to fund additional University positions to
support key activities necessary for sustainability education, research and programs to
be maintained and promoted at UCCS, continued improvement in our STARS rating, and
to strengthen our commitment to one of the campus’s core values.”



