Sustainability Committee Report

Date: November 11, 2011 
Members Present: Kevin Gilford and Linda Kogan (Office of Sustainability), David Havlick, Tom Huber, Carole Huber (Department of Geography), Tracey Gonzalez-Padron (College of Business), Dan Ricci (MBA candidate, College of Business), Janel Owens (Committee Chair, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry), Genevieve Kahrilas and Jimi Miller (Students, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry)
Meeting topics:

I. Green the Labs Program at UCCS

a. Students placed stickers on fume hoods to encourage fume hood closing (only two fume hoods were found to be open)

b. Will be meeting to develop other initiatives in the program

c. Search committee in place for new person in Environmental Health and Safety

II. Office of Sustainability Report


a. Newsletter will be completed soon


b. New contract for waste and recycling that will include composting (in limited areas)


c. America Recycles Day – November 15th. (11:30 – 1:00 pm in Berger Hall)


d. Green Team Intern program – internships for credit in the Sustainability Office

e. Southern Colorado Sustainable Communities Conference is November 17 and 18th. Registration for educators is $95.

f. Battery and small electronics recycling added around campus (funded by Public Safety as well).

III. Sustainability Strategic Plan

a. Next committee meeting will allow for feedback on draft goals

b. UCCS as a model for the community in sustainability and practices

IV. Energy Goals and “Split Estate” event
a. Energy Conservation theme for month: Lower the thermostat (to follow 1) turn off the lights and 2) avoiding vampire energy)
b. Developing a ‘Green the Office’ program to include a survey and checklist for fun and educational program to reduce energy use in offices across campus. The initiative will partner with the Energy Service Corps and will be by Department.

c. “Split Estate”

1. Sponsored by SEAS, Office of Sustainability, Sierra Club, Green Cities Coalition and the League of Women Voters

2. Film at 7:00 pm (11/10/11) with discussion panel following – standing room only with many community members involved

3. Focus on hydraulic fracturing (oil and gas exploration intentions focusing Banning Lewis Ranch in El Paso County) 
V. Net Impact


a. Discussion of student ideas and support for Net Impact initiatives


b. Primary project idea: focus on biodiesel

Next meeting: Friday, December 9th, from 9:00 – 10:30 am, El Pomar Center 304C
